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he declined at the time, as he would not stand against his
friend and he did not consider his professional position
warranted him in making the change. On the 3 rd February
he wrote a long confidential letter to Addington, explain-
ing his position, and he concluded by saying that he
would be willing to abide by any decision that was come
to in the matter.
This was a virtual acceptance and Addington wrote to
the King on the pth: "Sir John Mitford is the person
intended to be proposed as the Speaker's successor in the
Chair of the House of Commons, the duties of which no
man appears to be better qualified to discharge to the
satisfaction of the House and of the public. On this ground
the Speaker presumes to hope that the nomination of Sir
John Mitford will be honoured by your Majesty's
approval." The King was delighted at the suggestion and
replied: "There could not be a stronger proof of our
joint endeavours to save this dear country than the choice
of Sir John Mitford as Speaker of the House of Commons,
just notified to me by Mr. Addington. I desire the com-
mission may be instantly prepared for approving the choice
the House of Commons has made and that the Chancellor
will have it sent as soon as possible for my signature."
On the nth February Lord Hawkesbury rose to propose
a fit person to fill the Chair of the House through the
resignation of Mr. Addington. Addressing himself to the
Clerk of the House, he said:
"In order, Sir, to supply the loss we have sustained, I
trust I shall name one to fill the Chair of this House whose
election to that eminent situation will be no less creditable
to the dignity of the House than honourable to the object
of its choice; a person who, by his extensive knowledge of
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